
 

 

The Real Christmas Gift 

 

 

Jesus' Birth Foretold 

Luke Chapter 1 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from 

God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,  

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was 
Mary.  

And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you."  

But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept 
pondering what kind of salutation this was.  

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you 
have found favor with God.  

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 
father David;  

and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
His kingdom will have no end."  

Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?"  

 



The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall 
be called the Son of God.  

”And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also 
conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called 
barren is now in her sixth month.  

For nothing will be impossible with God."  

And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may 
it be done to me according to your word." And the angel 
departed from her.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus' Birth in Bethlehem 

Luke Chapter 2 

Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited 

earth.  

This was the first census taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  

And everyone was on his way to register for the census, 
each to his own city.  

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of 
David,  

in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged 
to him, and was with child.  

While they were there, the days were completed for her 
to give birth.  

And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she 
wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.  

In the same region there were some shepherds staying 
out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by 
night.  



And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they 
were terribly frightened.  

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all 
the people;  

for today in the city of David there has been born for you 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  

This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger."  

And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men with whom He is 
pleased."  

When the angels had gone away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, 
"Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing 
that has happened which the Lord has made known to 
us."  

So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger.  

When they had seen this, they made known the 
statement which had been told them about this Child.  

And all who heard it wondered at the things which were 

told them by the shepherds. 

But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in 
her heart.  

The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God 
for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been 
told them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Visit of the Magi 

Matthew Chapter 2 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 

days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in 

Jerusalem, saying,  

"Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For 
we saw His star in the east and have come to worship 
Him."  

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him.  

Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 
to be born.  

They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is 
what has been written by the prophet:  
 AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, 
 ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS 
OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH 
A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE 
ISRAEL.'"  

Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined 
from them the exact time the star appeared. And he sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully 
for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to 
me, so that I too may come and worship Him."  

 

After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, 
which they had seen in the east, went on before them 
until it came and stood over the place where the Child 
was.  

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy.  

After coming into the house they saw the Child with 
Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and 
worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

And having been warned by God in a dream not to 
return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by 
another way.  

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas My Dear Friend, 



 
Words collapse under the content of God’s Great 
Goodness and Mercy. A world without the entrance of 
Jesus into human history would be beyond 
comprehension. Without The Gospel being proclaimed, 
darkness would truly cover the entire creation, and there 
would be no Hope at all. But, “In the fullness of time,” 
the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would 
bear this child conceived by The Holy Spirit. Joseph was 
told to name Him Jesus, because He would save His 
People from their sins. The night finally came that would 
end all waiting, both in Heaven and on the earth,  angels 
sang and praised God for Jesus The Savior has come! 
 
Almost immediately attempts were made to stops God’s 
Plan and Herod the king began killing babies in 
Bethlehem, in hopes of killing the new-born King of all 
Kings, but Herod failed. Joseph was warned by God in 
a dream and he took his family into Egypt and then 
shortly afterward Herod died. 
 
We can’t truly celebrate The Life of Jesus without 
understanding why He was born. He was born to die for 
our sins. The hollow symbols of that birth, Christmas 
trees, gifts, songs, will all take place in the midst of the 
sparkling lights and the festive season. But the shadow 
of the Cross will be missed by most. How can we 
honestly celebrate His Birth and ignore the primary 
reason for it? If we fail to make the connection, then we 
will not understand the celebration at all. The Gospel is 
not just a part of the story . . . it is The Story. 
 
There are 3 events in Jesus’ Life that are celebrated; His 

Birth, His Death, and His Resurrection. Without all 3, no 
single one would be celebrated. He was born Savior, 
died to save us, and rose from the dead to prove that 
He had accomplished what He came to do. Then at last 
from The Cross Jesus declared just before He died; “IT 
IS FINISHED”. 
 
The Cross was not some unfortunate tragedy that 
happened to a nice person. It was not left to human 
hands at all. It was God’s Purpose from the beginning. 
In John 12, Jesus prayed, “What shall I say, Father, save 
me from this hour? But for this purpose I came into this 
hour.” Jesus came by The Father’s Will to die in our 
place for our sins. Jesus is our Savior, and our only 
Savior! 
 
Many religions have heroes --- dead ones. No religion 
or religious leader can stand alongside Jesus. It 
behooves us to look at His entire life, death, and 
resurrection as we celebrate His Birth on Christmas. 
Then and only then can we give His Birth its rightful 
place and rightful praise. 
 
Our society has attempted to capture Christmas. They 
might as well attempt to capture the sun and pull it down 
from the sky. They may offer a package nicely wrapped, 
but no virgin birth, no cross, and no resurrection. Such 
a gift is worth less than the wrapping paper and tinsel 
that covers it. To accept such a gift would leave one 
hopeless in the end. No life, just empty claims. 
God’s Real Gift on that 1st Christmas was a Baby. It was 
Jesus. He was born in a stable & wrapped in swaddling 
clothes. Such a plain, inexpensive wrapping, but what a 



Gift! God’s Love for lost sinners was laid in a manger 
where the animals ate. The Lord of all Lords and The 
Hope of all mankind has come. God’s Real Gift was 
more than good teaching or answers to life’s great 
questions. God gave Himself for whoever would believe 
and receive Him. 
 
He was born to save us from our sin through His Death 
on The Cross. The angel’s said it, “For unto you is born 
this day a Savior Who is Christ the Lord.” Savior . . . 
Christ . . . Lord. Those 3 words form the essence of 
Christmas. He is The Anointed One that came to deliver 
us from sin and to rule and reign in our lives. He bore 
our sins, He paid the price for our iniquities, and He gave 
us the right of justification. We can exchange the ashes 
of our failures for the Glory of His Beauty. Fully trust in 
Him now & always! 
 

Joy to the World, The Lord has come! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How You Can Know God's Love 

"For whoever will call on the name of the Lord will 
be saved."  Romans 10:13 

"There is a God in Heaven who Loves you as you are 
and not as you should be". 

Good News! God's Love is displayed in His Word to tell 
us that He Loves us as we are. God’s Love will save us 
from our sin and then He will begin to make us into who 
we should be as God's Children. 

John 3:16 

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life." We hear Jesus say, "God 
so loved the world."  

God's Love has no limitations. He Loves us "so" much 
more than we can imagine. He Loves everyone - not just 
some ones. 

Romans 5:8 tells us that God loved us so that  

"when we were in our sin Christ Jesus came to die for 
us." 

Romans 3:23 

"for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God," 

This verse tells us that all people have sinned. We have 
fallen short of God's intended purpose for us. God made 



us to know Him . . .  to receive His love and to love him 
in return. 

God gave us a choice. We can choose to love ourselves 
and turn to our selfish pursuits. That is sin. In our sin we 
cannot know God and His love. The result of sin is that 
we are lost . . . separated from God. 

Romans 6:23 

"For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

Wages are just payment . . . due reward . . . what one 
has coming because of labor. The just payment for our 
sin is death. Death here means spiritual death. When 
we are still in our sin, we have no life with God. We are 
alive physically but dead spiritually. If we continue in that 
condition, we will be separated from God for all eternity 
in Hell. The wages of sin is death. but God's Free Gift is 
Eternal Life. While wages are earned, a gift is Given . . 
. Free. God says He will give us eternal life - life with 
Him - in the place of sin's payment of death. How can 
God remain True to His Holiness and forgive unholy 
sinners? Because Jesus His Holy Son has paid the 
price for sin by His death on The Cross. 

Second Corinthians 5:21 says,  

“He who knew no sin became sin for us, that we may be 
made the righteousness of God through Him." 

Jesus arose from the grave to conquer sin and death for 
all who receive Him as God's Free Gift. How can you 
receive God's Free Gift of Love and Life? 

Romans 10:9-10 

"that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, 
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 
confesses, resulting in salvation." 

A person receives God's Free Gift of Love and Life by 
placing your trust (faith) in Jesus Christ. To believe is 
simply to take God at His word. With our heart (whole 
believing) we believe that Jesus is God's Son who died 
for our sin on The Cross and arose from the grave to 
live in us as Savior and Lord. To believe in Jesus will 
result in confessing that faith with your mouth. Do you 
acknowledge that your are a sinner? Do you believe by 
faith that Jesus, God's Son, died for your sin on The 
Cross? Will you now confess Him as your Savior and 
Lord? 

Romans 10:13 

"for Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be 
saved." 

This verse says that any person who will call upon The 
Name of Jesus The Lord, shall be saved. To call means 
simply to ask in Prayer. Prayer is just talking to God like 
you would talk to your Best Friend.  



Will you now call upon Jesus to save you from your 
sin so that you can know God's love and 
forgiveness?  

Pray like this: "Dear God, I confess that I am a sinner, 
and I am sorry. I need a Savior. I know I cannot save 
myself. I believe by faith that Jesus, your Son, died on 
the cross to be my Savior. I believe He arose from the 
grave to live as my Lord. I turn from my sin. I ask You, 
Lord Jesus, to forgive my sin and come into my heart. I 
trust you as my Savior and receive you as my Lord. 
Thank you, Jesus, for saving me."                               In 
Jesus’ Name I Pray, Amen. 

When anyone calls on the Lord in this manner, that one 
is saved according to God's Word. If you pray a 
prayer of repentance and faith, you are saved. You 
have God's word on it. If you have prayed this prayer to 
receive Christ as your Lord and Savior, why not record 
your decision to follow Jesus as follows. Often times, a 
good place to write this would be inside the cover of your 
bible: Believing by faith that God loves me and sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, to die for my sin and arise from the 
grave to live in me, I, _______, do this day, ________, 
repent of my sin and accept Jesus Christ as my personal 
Lord and Savior. According to the promise of God in 
Romans 10:13, I have called upon His name and have 
His word for the assurance of my salvation.  

Do you need to speak to someone about questions you 
have? Call 1-888-NEEDHIM (1-888-633-3446). The call 
is Free. God Bless You as you Follow Jesus! 
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